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Becoming
Jane

4. Being True to You
Becoming Jane highlights Jane Austen’s struggles to become a novelist and 
“live by her pen.” This clear goal keeps Jane focused and helps her resist 
outside pressures and self-doubts. She knows what is important for her to 
do and ultimately stays true to herself to achieve her dream.

What are your dreams for the future? Use this page to help you explore 
ways to achieve them. 

Think About It: 
What does it means to be true to yourself? What compromises are okay to make to attain 

a dream, and which ones aren’t?

Turn Dreams Into Goals
Jane’s dream was to be a novelist. Describe a dream you have for your future. 
_________________________________________________________________________  
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

What do you need to do to achieve your dream? Jane needed: a story idea (she had 
plenty!), a chance to write, and a publisher for her novels. Eventually she met all three 
goals. Set goals to help you achieve your dream: 

Goal: ____________________________________________________________________
Goal: ____________________________________________________________________
Goal: ____________________________________________________________________

Make a Plan to Achieve Your Goals
Think about what you can do to achieve each goal, such as skills and talents to improve, 
information to obtain, and so on. List steps to take to develop a plan. Make the first step 
something you could do today.
• ________________________________________________________________________
•________________________________________________________________________
•________________________________________________________________________
•________________________________________________________________________
•________________________________________________________________________
•________________________________________________________________________
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5. The Power of Example
In Jane Austen’s time, few women wrote books, so Jane had few 

role models to follow. In Becoming Jane, she seeks out a mentor in 
Mrs. Radcliffe, a successful novelist. It is a meeting that helps to empower 
Jane to believe that she can achieve her dream.

A mentor is someone to lead the way with advice and guidance.  
Explore how you can benefit from the power of an example.

Be Inspired 
 
• Think of a person who inspires you to achieve. It can be someone you know or someone 

famous who achieved the goals you want to reach. Name the person and explain why 
he or she is an inspiration.

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

• What can you learn from this person? Identify specific lessons from this person’s life that 
can empower you to achieve your goals.

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

• What would you ask this person to help guide your way? Write the questions and then 
investigate to get the answers.

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

Think About It: 
As an adult, Jane Austen wrote encouraging letters filled with valuable advice to her niece, 

who wanted to be a writer. How can you be a mentor to younger students or teens your 
age? What powerful example can you provide to others?
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6. Flash-forward to Your Future
You know how Becoming Jane ends. Jane Austen not only 
becomes a novelist, she writes classics that are still read today, 
nearly two hundred years later. 

Imagine that you are creating an autobiographical story about  
Becoming You. Flash-forward to your future – 20 years or 
more – to describe the key culminating scene. Describe what you 
want it to show about you and what you have achieved.

Think About It: 
How can envisioning the future you want for yourself empower you to help  

make it come true?

• Setting: Where are you in your future scene? Describe the setting. 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

• Characters: In addition to you, who is in your future scene? Name the characters. 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

• Action: What is happening in this scene that demonstrates the achievements and  
contributions you would like to make? Describe it.

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

• Key Message: Becoming Jane communicates the importance of not giving up on your 
dreams. Identify a message you want your personal actions to convey.

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

• Show the Power: Give a quote or an image to include in the scene that you think can 
be a secret to success in life.

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________




